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Happy Holidays!

Wishing You Peace, Love & Joy This Holiday Season and a Very Happy 2015!
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FPNA HOLIDAY PARTY
Saturday, December 13, 2014 from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
North Park & Benton (See page 7 )
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Santa Ana Historic Preservation Update
Wow…in less than thirty days, almost fifty home and
building owners throughout Santa Ana met the September 30th
Deadline for Historic Designation and Mills Act.
Congratulations, your application submissions for Santa
Ana Historic Registry and/or Mills Act agreements are being
reviewed by Santa Ana Planning department. Thirty three Floral
Park homeowners should be approved by year end. In
one month, more homeowners
have been approved than in
any one year since Historic
Preservation was
introduced in 1999.
With the addition of
thirty three Floral Park

•

• •

homes, Floral Park is close to having one hundred and fifty
homes on the Santa Ana Historic Registry, with more to come.
The reduced fees have encouraged more Floral Park
homeowners and property owners throughout Santa Ana
to take advantage of the opportunity to register their homes
and establish Mills Act agreements. In the end, we all win by
preserving the rich historic integrity of Santa Ana.
During the month of September, I
spoke with many neighbors and
surrounding neighborhoods and
helped them navigate through
the process of filling out the
applications, providing
(Continued on page 20)

As always, the Floral Park newsletter is heavily dependent upon the
faithful volunteer contributors who send ideas, write articles, send
photos, and provide support in so many ways.
Many thanks to the following neighbors and friends who
contributed to this issue:
Darlene Glenn-Wolff • Ashley Lawson • Sandy DeAngelis
Charles Dzama • Joe Magaddino • Bev Schauwecker • Jeffrey Smith
Nancy Smith • Erin Suica • Ed Trotter

The FLORAL PARK NEWS
is the official publication of the
Floral Park Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 11366,
Santa Ana, CA 92711-1366
Website: www.floralpark.com

Editorial deadline for Spring 2015 issue is February15
We appreciate our faithful returning sponsors and some that are
new to this issue. We are grateful for their support of the FLORAL
PARK NEWS and encourage you to support them in return.

The FLORAL PARK NEWS is published four
times a year by volunteers and friends of Floral Park.
Our goal is to provide the reader with accurate,
entertaining, enlightening, and informative news
from Floral Park and the surrounding areas. It
is also our goal to bring the community closer
together through communication. The readership
is dedicated to keeping our neighborhood and the
community beautiful, safe, fun, interesting, and
socially and culturally responsible.
News readers are encouraged to participate
as contributors, promotional sponsors or simply
readers. Views and conclusions expressed in articles
herein are those of the authors, not necessarily
those of the editors or officers of the Floral Park
Neighborhood Association. Opinions expressed in
this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the policies
of the Floral Park Neighborhood Association.

Promotional Sponsors (aka advertisers)
Inquiries should be directed to:
sponsorship@floralpark.com. Rates can be found on
page 19 of this newsletter.
The Floral Park Neighborhood Association
reserves the right to omit any promotional
or editorial copy deemed to be unsuitable for
publication. Publication herein does not necessarily
imply endorsement of any product or service
offered.

Happy Holidays!
Nancy Smith
newsletter@ floralpark.com

2014 FPNA Board
President:

Blake P. Anderson (Jan. - Oct.)
* president@floralpark.com

First VP/Chair of
Sponsorship Committee:

Whitney & Mark Mittmann
Sarah & John Krutsinger
giving@floralpark.com

Second VP/Chair of
Beautification Committee:

Darlene Glenn-Wolff
beautification@floralpark.com

Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Director:
Social Directors
Home Tour Director:
Communications
Directors
Parliamentarian:

Kathy Cooper
secretary@floralpark.com
Joe Magaddino
treasurer@ floralpark.com
Jeff Smith
membership@floralpark.com
Ashley Lawson & Erin Suica
social@floralpark.com
Sandy DeAngelis
sandy@historichomes.com
Nancy Smith
newsletter@ floralpark.com
Bev Schauwecker
bev_schauwecker@yahoo.com
Ed Murashie
parliamentarian@floralpark.com

* Emails to president will be directed acting president

Floral Park Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are deductible under state and federal law to the extent applicable.
Consult your tax professional for advice.
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Beautification
Neighborhood Beautification
Committee Meeting
The next FPNA Neighborhood Beautification Meeting
will be held on Saturday December 20, 2014 at 1pm at
2133 Greenleaf St. (tel 714-558-6091 to RSVP). We will be
discussing the possibility of Floral Park becoming an historic
district, garden lights at Sarah Mae Downie, street lights/
signs/trees and stone median monument. If there are any
other concerns that you wish addressed, please email me at
beautification@floralpark.com.

Holiday Lighting Contest
The holiday season is once again here. FPNA’s Annual
Holiday Lighting Contest will shortly begin.
All exterior holiday lights and decorations in Floral Park
will be judged on Saturday, December 13th from 7-9 p.m.
The categories will be:
• Most Beautiful
• Most Creative
• Most Whimsical
• Most Old Fashioned
• Best Use of Lights

Darlene Glenn-Wolff
beautification@floralpark.com

Winners will receive a yard sign and a pair of comp Floral
Park Home & Garden Tour tickets valued at $50.

Park Stone Placed in Sarah Mae Downie
Herb Garden

T

he Floral Park Neighborhood Association is continuing
to offer the Heart Stones in Sarah Mae Downie Herb
Garden for a donation of $200 (up to 25 letters). The
proceeds will be used for neighborhood beautification
projects, including the Sarah Mae Downie Herb Garden.
The stones can display the name of your family, friends,
pets, or they can be used as a loving memorial for a dear
one.
Space is limited so please put your request in ASAP. The
deadline for submission will remain open as space permits.

A beautiful engraved name stone has been laid at the
northwest entrance to the Sarah Mae Downie Herb Garden.
The stone reads “Sarah Mae Downie Herb Garden”.

Street Lights
The City is in the process of upgrading all of our street
lighting to low voltage LED lights from the high voltage
incandescent lights. You will not notice any visible change in
the light pole or the light globes as the City has been working
with Floral Park Neighborhood Association to keep our
vintage looking lights.

The order form can be obtained online at
www.floralpark.com/documents/hearts.pdf.
Please use a separate form for each heart being
ordered. If you have any questions, please email them to:
Darlene Glenn-Wolff
beautification@floralpark.com
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IN LOVING MEMORY
If we had a

flower for every time you made us smile and laugh . .

Floral Park had its heart broken in October.

lake Anderson, president of the Floral Park Neighborhood
Association, succumbed to cancer about three weeks after
his diagnosis. His departure is truly a significant loss, not just to
the neighborhood but to all with whom he came into contact.
As much as anyone can be, he was a Renaissance Man
– a husband, father and grandfather; a remarkably successful
engineer; a distinguished civil servant; a superb leader and
administrator; an avid motorcyclist; a visionary; and possessor
of what seemed to be a permanent smile etched into his face.

British Columbia and Ohio.
The day’s festivities included an ice cream sandwich truck,
many kegs of beer, and tributes galore. There was even a 50bike parade to the gathering about an hour in bringing many of
his motorcycling club members together.
To say that he rode off into the sunset on his trusty steed
would be a cliché. But, in Blake’s case, it isn’t. He was pictured
abundantly at the remembrance with his beloved yellow
motorcycle, easily a visual metaphor a beautiful Palomino. Clad
in his riding leather (chaps, anyone?), he was the sheriff who
brought a wonderful sense of calm and order to his “burg.”

On November 8, some
300 people gathered at the
Bonnie Brae residence of Joy
Ridout and Jessica Carr to
celebrate his life, drink a final
beer with him, shed some
tears, share more laughter than
tears, and thank him for what
he gave us when he was here
and what he has left behind.
Family and neighborhood
friends were there, of course, as were friends and admiring
professional colleagues from the Orange County Sanitation
District (OCSD) that he headed as well as his motorcycling
buddies, some of whom came from such distant places as

And, this was apparently
true throughout his life.
He was very much
responsible for Orange
County’s pioneering
Groundwater Replenishment
System (GWRS), a joint
project among several public
agencies that the New York
Times reported is “what
industry experts say is the
world’s largest plant devoted to purifying sewer water to
increase drinking water supplies.”
Tributes abound on Blake’s Facebook page as they did at
the November 8 gathering. Some examples:

B
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forever.

. . We would have a garden to walk in
Blake and I were professional acquaintances until he
reached out to me after a devastating professional incident and
then I came to know him better as a kind, caring, intelligent
man who helps others even before asked, a true blessed man.
-- Diana Leach on Blake’s Facebook page
Blake was such a good man and someone who taught me
that public service was more than just policies and buildings;
it’s about people and treating them well.
– Bev Perry on Blake’s Facebook page.
And, nowhere was Blake’s spirit captured than with the
quote on the yellow plastic beer cups that were raised many
times in his honor:

and many more who didn’t.
Nancy and Allan moved into Floral Park in 1975 and
opened their home for the first Home and Garden Tour in
1983. Nancy continued her involvement with the committee
until her illness, serving in various roles. And, Allan, not to
be outdone, organized the classic car show that remains an
important part of the Tour.
They became sincerely concerned with traffic on Victoria
Drive, having lost two dogs to speeding vehicles.
In the inaugural Chili Cook-Off, Nancy placed second
with her smokin’ hot chili. It must have been her Ohio
upbringing, she claimed!
Nancy’s friendly smile and outgoing personality are deeply
missed.
s s s

“Life should not be a journey to the grave with
the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a
cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally worn out,
and loudly proclaiming “Wow! What a Ride!”
Hunter S. Thompson
Blake, we’re all so grateful that you took us on that ride.
Our world is so much better for your stewardship. Thank you.
And, God bless you forever.
s s s

L

ong-time Floral Park resident Nancy St. Jacques passed
away on August 24, 2014, having been pre deceased by
her husband, Allan, in 2009.
Familiar to most of us,
she was often seen out and
about walking her dogs,
Cooper, and then Ginger.
She was the embodiment
of the conventional
wisdom that if you want
to meet your Floral Park
neighbors, then get out and walk your dogs. As a result, it
seemed that she knew everyone in the ‘hood who walked dogs

Mike Knieberg and Jeanne Harris

F

loral Park lost a very familiar, smiling face several

weeks ago. Mike Knieberg, seen very frequently at
neighborhood events with his large white Poodle, Shena,
lost his second chance at life suddenly and unexpectedly on
November 4, 2014, two weeks following open-heart surgery.
Mike was a husband, father, grandpa, and papa who
loved his family very much. He was a good friend, mentor,
and an overall beautiful soul who touched many lives with his
kindness, generosity, and wisdom.
He leaves behind his wife, Jeanne Harris, his children, and
grandkids. He will be greatly missed.
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Social
With A Little Help From My Friends”

These wonderful women worked hard to ensure that not
one square on the dance floor was empty. With creativity
and vision, Amy and Tammy did amazing work. The tables,
decorated with simple elegance, and the black and white dance
floor complemented the eye-catching stage decorations.
Let us not forget the e Crew – Pete, Alex, Wayne, and
Merle – who risked life and limb climbing palm trees with
ladders, ropes, and lights! The lights hung on the trees with
such care, in hopes that the music would soon fill the air. Piece
de résistance.

My dear neighbors and friends, what a busy year it has
been! One filled with changes for us all. Whether it be at
home, at work, or in saying goodbye to a treasured loved one
much too soon. Yet this year still nears its end, with next year
quickly approaching. We feel the excitement and anticipation
of what is to come. As we travel the path on our next journey,
one thing will always remain the same – we get by with a
little help from our friends. This year, the social committee
succeeded with the help of many friends, and for that, we are
grateful.

BLOCK PARTY & CHILI COOK-OFF
Not long after, the Neighborhood Block Party and Chili
Cook-Off raided our refrigerators; delivering delicious chili
concoctions. The originators of this event, Jessica Carr and Joy
Rideout, were back at the helm. Jess and Joy, with the help of
Alisha Morrow, hit a home run, rallying the neighbors with 13
contestants this year! All came with homemade chili and with
booths, decorated from top to bottom. The event saw record
highs in participation and ticket sales.
Local band and neighborhood favorite Peanut filled the
event with music, while neighbors sampled offerings of chili,
cornbread, and delicious little cupcakes.
The contest was very close this year.
The participants worked hard preparing
chili and their booth decorations to makes
this event fantastic.

Let us Recap – Events of the Past

On a fall night, the cul de sac on
Heliotrope sparkled with black, white,
hand-made hula-hoop chandeliers,
and diamonds at the FALL
CONCERT. A big thank you goes
out to our event leaders, Amy Tsotsis
and Tammy Heider.
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Upcoming – The Last Event of the Year
HOLIDAY PARTY - Saturday, December 13, 2014, from
3:00 pm to 7:00 pm.
Come join your neighbors and spread the Holiday Cheer.
If it strikes your fancy, you can play in the snow, take a horsedrawn carriage ride through the neighborhood, or drink a cup
of hot cider with a few friends. Thank you to Ann Walsh and
Ashley Phillips who have volunteered to co-chair this event.

WISEPlace provides programs and services that inspire,
support, and empower women to become productive
members of the community. WISEPlace helps women help
themselves. WISEPlace is a community of housing and hope
for women in crisis. Formerly the South Orange County
YWCA, WISEPlace has an 90 year history of caring for local
women, children and families. By meeting basic needs such
as housing, clothing, physical and emotional nourishment,
as well as vocational and life skills training, the WISEPlace
Hotel for Women is one of the few places homeless women
can go to begin again.

Now, Floral Park - let’s show this organization
what we can do as a community. Please donate.
THANK YOU Fantastic Team
of Social Committee Volunteers & Sponsors
Wayne Suraci & Merle Craig * Trish & Lazlo Biro
Jess Carr & Joy Ridout * Alisha Morrow * Tom & Amy
Tsotsis * Richard Terrones * Lisa Crawford * Summer Taylor
& Alex Marinez * Ed Trotter & Sandy DeAngelis
Mila & Richard Payne * Suzee & Jeff Katz * Stephen &
Karen Amsler * Chris Switzer * Susan McManus * Pete Suica
Eric & Tracey Stein * Bev & Erwin Schauwecker
Tammy & Rich Heider * Edwin Power * Tom
PatakaDarlene Glenn-Wolff * Mary Coleman
Angel Barnes * Samantha Quattrone & Scott Kesler
Lexie & Rod Flippen

Booth Awards:
1st - Bad A$% Bourbon Chili. Theme was Day of the Dead
(Julie Humphreys)
2nd - It’s My Birthday. Theme was birthday (Alisha Morrow &
Mary Coleman)
3rd - Cherokee Chili. Theme was Indian (Angela Dzama)

The neighborhood is truly fortunate to have

Chili Awards:
1st - Mary Coleman (It’s my Birthday Chili)
2nd - Angela Dzama (Cherokee Bison Chili)
3rd - Rick Litchie (Road Kill)

such amazing volunteers!
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Out and About
with Ed Trotter

F

q Floral Park, New York q

olks, there is an alternate
universe out there. I tell you this
because Sandy and I visited it for several hours in mid-October.
It looks and feels somewhat familiar as many street names are
the same; the place even has an identical name. Yes, I’m talking
about another Floral Park.
We met some friends from London in Manhattan for a 10day jaunt through the city, up the Hudson to Hyde Park, across
to Portland, Maine, and ending up in Boston. But, one of the
must-sees for any FP resident is a visit to Floral Park, New York,
an incorporated village about a 40-minute train ride from Penn

Fall Season celebration in
Floral Park, NY

Station a quarter of the way out Long Island and home to nearly
16,000 residents.
To say the least, we simply had to get out there to see it
first-hand and we had a blast doing it. Why the place even has
its own city hall, police and fire departments and a Floral Park
Memorial High School.
And, to me, this is weird. While we have a West Floral Park
just next door, FPNY has a South Floral Park adjacent.
So, our train trip required a couple of transfers as we were staying
in an apartment on the Upper West Side in Manhattan. But,
it was simple: subway to Penn Station, Long Island Railroad to

Deformed steel beam from Ground Zero set outside
the Floral Park, NY, Village Hall and Fire Department
honoring fallen Floral Park’s 9/11 first responders.

Lively fall colors are in abundance in on Floral Parkway in Floral
Park, NY

Floral Park, NY, Fire Department
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Jamaica, walk across the platform to another train and about
four stops later, voila, there we were at the Floral Park train
station. (See Sandy posing beside the Floral Park sign.) Down the
staircase we went to meander about the town or, officially, the
village.
As it was a lazy Saturday afternoon, not a lot was going on
in town. Businesses were open but no official buildings were. A
few resident strolled about, some kids wheeled by on skateboards,
traffic was about as heavy as here. We came upon one of the two
or three commercial streets and, of course we had to stop into a
real estate office.
So, New Yorkers aren’t friendly, they say. There seemed to be
nothing they would not do for us. In fact, they were stunned that
two Southern California tourists staying in Manhattan would
make a special trip to their community. After about 15 minutes
of chit-chat to include one agent spending most of that time
looking up list prices for some homes the agency had on a flyer,

A median on Floral Parkway in Floral Park, NY,
reminiscent of Flower Street in our own Floral Park.

Sandy asked, “If you had one chance to have a late lunch/early
dinner in Floral Park, where would it be?”
Without hesitation, the agent responded, “Stella’s, of
course.” As it was about 2 p.m., another agent wondered if it
would be open as their normal hours begin at 4. A quick phone
call and the restaurant folks said to send us over. They’d get there
in about 15 minutes.
We figured 15 was pushing them so we spent the next halfhour wandering the town.
The trees were in their glory as the leaves were already
turning their myriad colors but many seemed to be hanging on
to green until the last possible day. Flowers were abloom still,
filling the views with all manner of splendor.
Houses, which seemed to have been built in the first third
of the 20th Century, reflected a diversity of styles from humble,
shingle-sided abodes to the more sumptuous. As visitors often do
in our Floral Park, we kept expecting to see Donna Reed or June
(Continued on page 10)

Miniature mums in church yard in
Floral Park, NY.
Yes, there’s a Flower Street, er,
Avenue in Floral Park, NY.

Magnificent homes on Floral Parkway in Floral Park, NY.
A home literally on the other side
of the tracks from the Village Hall
in Floral Park, NY.
Who’s copying whom? They
even have black street lights in
Floral Park, NY
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Floral Park, NY (Continued from page 9)
quaint village hall we had seen as we left the train. It’s quite a
picturesque sight, I must say. And, as we had visited the 9/11
Museum at Ground Zero the day before, we were moved to
see the names of some of the Floral Park first responders on
a memorial who gave their lives that fateful day. One of the
accompanying pictures shows one of the distorted steel beam
sections that were given to fire companies that assisted in the
rescue effort.
So, if you can’t make the trek to New York, you may
want to peek in on Floral Park for yourself sometime. It’s
easy, just tune in every year to the Belmont Stakes, the third
jewel in the Triple Crown of horse racing. As you get the
camera view from the stands, you will, without a doubt, see
across the infield and beyond the distant track to Floral Park.
In fact, just a tad of the village lies inside the Belmont Park
property line.
And, of course, you can always take your own virtual tour
be visiting either Google Maps or Google Earth. Pull the little
walking man to any street highlighted in blue and off you go
to the alternate universe, Floral Park, NY.
As you can tell, we had a lot of kitschy fun making the visit.
And, as I said, we also put lie to the idea that New Yorkers aren’t
friendly. Nothing could be farther from the truth.

Cleaver. Even the streets rang familiar with names of Floral
Boulevard and Flower Street. Many of their street names carry
those of flowers and trees.
We finally found our way to Stella’s Ristorante, established
as a pizzeria more than 50 years ago by Mama (Stella) and Papa
Cerrone with their four daughters and one son. It’s now a fullon restaurant, obviously set up for very large gatherings such
as wedding receptions. In fact, they were expecting some 400
customers that night.
And, what a treat it was! Sandy lived in New York and New
Jersey but hadn’t really spent much, if any, time on Long Island.
As her former husband was an Italian-American chap, she had
20 years of Italian cuisine, particularly when in New Jersey. Well,
Stella’s is as classic an Italian-American place as you can get.
A night or two earlier, she had her heart set on Chicken
Parmesan, one of her standards while working through lunch in
Manhattan’s Garment District. We missed that chance because
of a potential long wait. When she spotted it on the menu, she
had to have it. Well, there is Chicken Parmesan and there is
Chicken Parmesan. This had to be the most humongous chicken
breast known to mankind. But, was it good. Of course, it wasn’t
all eaten and we dutifully carried it back to our apartment via the
train. We also had baked clams, an old-fashioned favorite.
After Stella’s, we wanted to make sure we stopped by the

What may be the world’s largest
Chicken Parm at Stella’s Ristorante
in Floral Park, NY.

Tulip Avenue, a main commercial district in Floral
Park, NY.

Village Hall sign in Floral Park, NY.

Train platform sign in Floral Park,
NY. No, that’s not a native.

Across the square in Floral
Park, NY, looking down Floral
Parkway.

A view of Floral Park, NY, from
the train platform.
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Treasurer's Report
Joe Magaddino, Treasurer
treasurer@ floralpark.com
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Dear Neighbor,

Need a tax deduction? Not much time left but a contribution to FPNA could be deductible. For those who
have given generously in 2014, FPNA thanks you.
Your contribution helps keep the Association running so it can react to neighborhood needs as they arise,
provide social events, and maintain the newsletter and website. Any amount is appreciated.
We thank you and invite you to participate in your neighborhood! It’s fun!
Your support is appreciated.
Contributors are thanked in the newsletter.
Simply use the coupon below or pay online with PayPal.

Jeff Smith
FPNA Membership Director
membership@floralpark.com

www. floralpark.com/paypal

The Floral Park Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable association so your
contribution may be tax deductible. Please consult your tax professional for advice.

A S S O C I A T I O N

C O N T R I B U T I O N

Name(s)

Supporting

$25

Patron

$50

Sponsoring
Benefactor/
Corporation

$100
$200 +

f
f
f
f

Other Amount $

Address

Telephone(s)
* Email Address 1

Please please make checks
payable to: FPNA
and send to:
FPNA, P.O. Box 11366,
Santa Ana, CA 91711-1366
F L O R A L

* Email Address 2
*To be used exclusively for email announcements related to the Floral Park Neighborhood Association and its events.
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Benefactor/Corporation

Blake Anderson & Giovanna Piazza
Jack & Barbara Austin
Sandy DeAngelis & Ed Trotter
Earnie & Diane Eady
Laszlo & Tricia Biro
Lou Correa
George Hanna & Joan Hanna-Borack
Alex Hart & Mason Nakamura
Bobbe Herlihy
George & Sherri Honer
Eric Kinast
David-Michael Madigan
Joe Magaddino
Ruth Ann Moriarty
David & Alyssa Nisson
Richard & Mila Payne
Leana Richmond & Deborah Peronto
Nancy St Jacques
Pete & Erin Suica
Wayne Suraci & Merle Craig

Sponsoring

Stephen & Karen Amsler
Eugen & Ann Andres
Angel Barnes
Chris Blackwell & Bill Johnson
John & Patti Bretza
John & Ann Coil
Charles & Janice Coniglio
Steve & Kathy Cooper
Jim & Karyn Cripps
Darlene Glenn & Stefan Wolff
Dean Guzman & Aldo Gonzalez
Tom & Bridget Honan
Steve & Susie Hryniewicki
Gary & Julie Humphreys
Rick Kagasoff
Craig Kalthoff & Frank Patti
Jeff & Suzee Katz
Chan & Quynh Kieu
Nick & Allyson Kirkland
Doreen McCarthy
Ed Murashie & Lin Grant
David Palmquist
Kelly & Joanne Peart
Kim & Bart Pebbles
Louis Pecora
Samantha Quattrone & Scott Keszler
Gary Regalado & Lisa LaFourcade
Cynthia Robbins
Humberto & Graciela Sanchez
David & Ruth Seigle
Jeffrey & Nancy Smith

2014 Contributors
Bill & Phyllis Smith
Dr. Amy Stark
Tracey & Eric Stein
Jim & Sue Stewart
Chris Switzer
James & Cheryl Taft
Amy & Thomas Tsotsis
Joe & Ann Walsh
Patrick & Kelly Yrarrazaval
Donna & Robert Zaitz

Patron

Karen & David Aeppli
Christine & Ben Baginski
John & Blanche Barneich
Mary & John Barthelmass
Emmet Berkery
Amy & Ryan Bruce
Patricia & George Camaras
Joe & Linda Castro
Richard & Mary Coleman
David & Gloria Crockett
Radhika Dholakia
Joe & Donna Duffy
Joe & Diane Dunn
J.C. Eckert & Joyce Patrick
William Farris
Paul & Nancy Groner
Rich & Tammy Heider
Joan Hill
Jean Hollingshead
Stanley Hsia
Edwin & Joyce Kredel
Chuck & Julie Lake
Ashley Lawson & Susan McManus
June Magarro
Mike Merriam & Patty Moore
Ken & Linda Mesesan
Paul & Salina Miller
Shawn & Sharon Milnikel
Dorothy & Alexander Nalle
April Packard
Kay Palmer & Dave Waggoner
Andrew & Cheryl Peat
Donna & Peter Rohrbacker
Ann Salisbury & Henry Jenkins
Erwin & Bev Schauwecker
Pamela Schneider
William Schoppert
Kevin Shuler & Brian Stoddart
John Spiak & Cassandra Coblentz
Cindy Spitzer & Paul Walls
Kathie Tarbell & Bill Daugherty
Edward & Patricia Tornell
Diane Willis & Bart Beach

Supporting

X. Cecilia Aguinaga
Helen Alberts
Ed & Karen Athey
Susan Barnhart
Aleda & Gary Barton
John & Lori Bond
Douglas & Sue Buck
Joe & Katie Chally
Edward & Patricia Cote
Nicki Curran
Russell & Kathleen Flynn
Frank & Patsy Fowler
William Gallivan
Sherrie Gibson
Marcus Hanson
Chris & Karen Hoiland
Harriet & Brian Kelly
Cherie Kerr
Linda Koepsell
Patricia Lockhart
John & Sharon Lundquist
Jan Magdelano
Jerry & Virginia Malkowski
Isel & Santiago Martin
Ken & Sylvina May
Martha McClanahan
George & Louise Medina
Jeff & Sonja Melching
Sandra & Tim Meraz
Loretta Millet
Ken & Marianne Minor
George & Elaine Mouwdy
Sharon Murphy
Alan Nestlinger & Allene Symons
Helen Norton
Mark & Prolie Pascone
Joanne & Don Payne
Arlene & Sam Perla
Gregg Rogers
Jack & Linda Russell
Felipe & Natalie Salazar
Mark Schroepfer
Joel Miller
Chris Sharpe & Stephanie Pearl
David Souleles & Reuben Carrillo
Kerri Stork
Bill & Shirlee Stotts
Ann Thompson
John & KarleneVon Szeliski
Susan & Ken Wiant
Gerald C. & Judith Marley
Dan Hohneker

Thank You!
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Inflation
I

t’s a strange thing, inflation. You will seldom hear it talked
about as much as market downturns or risks. Much of
this is due to the fact that the market can lose large amounts
quickly. Inflation is not so dramatic in its losses, not so
climactic. Inflation can lose equal amounts of your portfolio or
more but slowly, almost silently, over time. We may not even
realize it’s happening. Hopefully this will effectively be that
wake up call.
About $100,000 in the bank, earning little to no interest,
with an inflationary rate of 3.5%, will be worth $50,000 in 20
years. It took 20 years for that money to deflate, so to speak.
That is two decades where we may have not fully appreciated
that our money was shrinking. Many of us do not like risk
and are frightened by the downturns in the markets. So we
place our money in the bank and wait, and wait, and wait.
Since the financial crisis in 2008, well over five years, or 1/4 of
that 20 year inflationary period mentioned above has already
passed. With it’s passing our money has slowly lost purchasing
power. It just doesn’t buy as much as it used to.
The mathematical rule of 72 demonstrates how quickly
our money can be halved in value. The aforementioned 20
year time period was derived by taking 72/3.5% (an assumed
inflationary rate) = 20.56, or roughly 20 years. The data
suggests real inflation is more appropriately 4.5%. If that
is true, if our money was earning 0 % interest, it would
be halved, not in 20 years, but in 16 years. The solution is
72/4.5% = 16 years.
When the Fed speaks of low or no inflation, we who have
growing children in our homes know this is not so. When my
wife and I feed a family of 5, and 3 good eaters, and I pass thru
the checkout line at Trader Joe’s, no one can tell me prices have
stayed the same. My grocery bills are much sharper, higher,
than just a few years ago for a certainty! When I swipe that
credit card, it wrings out loudly. I so often am amazed how
quickly I can break the $100 mark at the grocery store, when
F L O R A L

P A R K

I’ve gone in for just a few items. Aren’t you?
Inflation is there, it’s strong, and it’s an enemy. It’s slow
yet deliberate, and it eats away at our money. It’s presence
must be addressed and dealt with. Especially if large amounts
of a person’s savings are in the bank earning .2 or .4%. It is
insulting to our money and dangerous to our savings. We
recognize that everyone needs to have some emergency money
at the bank or in savings, say 6 months gross wages. But to
have large amounts of our savings or 401K sitting in cash, can
be potentially dangerous to our retirement. Big CD balances
or massive savings accounts may just not be serving us well.
And bonds are no longer a safe haven. Not with a -1.68% for
the F-Fund bond index fund returns for 2013.
For many the conversation can be uncomfortable. The
bank never seems to lose their money and they always know
how much money they have. This, for some, feels like safety.
But that silent nemesis of our savings, inflation, is shrinking
our money. A person should not be penalized for saving their
money at the bank. But arguably since the financial crisis,
and subsequent suppression of interest rates from the Federal
Reserve, it sure feels like a penalty.
Stop penalizing yourself with inflation. If you want to stop
the shrinking in your retirement accounts, then you’d need to
consider an overall wealth strategy that includes stock funds or
ETF Funds. For large amounts in savings, there are certainly
safe money alternatives out there. And their goal should simply
be to pace inflation. All be it they may limit your access to the
funds, but most I find don’t need to have
full access anyway.
And they guarantee your principal
too!
– Charles Dzama
Floral Park Resident
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Neighborhood Notes
Join the FPNA Email List

school supplies. Serving Eager Eyes provides school children
with low-cost eye exams and eyeglasses. The Dental Center
provides school children with low-cost dental care and
hygiene education. And much, much more…
Consider the great opportunity to give to the community
& take a tax deduction Your donations provide the primary
source of income for the Assistance League.
Assistance League of Santa Ana – 1037 West 1st St, Santa
Ana, CA 92703 (714) 543-1120 assistkids.org

... Stay in the Loop!

The FPNA Email List is used for email announcements
pertinent to the Floral Park Neighborhood Association and
its events. This list is maintained by the FPNA Board and is
not shared or sold.
If you live in Floral Park, and want to stay informed
about the neighborhood, just email: webmaster@
floralpark.com with your street address and email addresses
and your name will be added.

Garden Club

New Neighbors!

We will be starting the Garden Club
in January! For more information, call
Karen Athey at 714-835-1696 or e-mail
karenathey@att.net

We are happy that you have chosen Floral Park as your
new home.
Whether you have come to raise a family, work at a new
job, retire, or perhaps start a business, we hope you enjoy
your new life in our beautiful neighborhood. The FPNA
would like to “officially” welcome you to the neighborhood
with a welcome gift.
If you moved here in the past 6 months and have not
been contacted, please let me know your name and contact
information.Jeffrey Smith, FPNA Membership Director:
membership@floralpark.com

Com-Link

Meets the fourth Thursday of the
month at 6:30pm in the SAPD Community Room, 60 Civic
Center Plaza, Santa Ana. For agenda and directions visit:
www.ci.santa-ana.ca.us/cda/com-link.asp

Santa Ana Farmer’s Market

Thursdays, rain or shine, 2:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Spurgeon Promenade - in Downtown Santa Ana between 3rd
& 4th Street on Spurgeon
Street.
The market features
locally farmed produce,
eggs, and meat, along with
artisan foods from specialty
vendors. The communityoriented event teams up
with local residents, restaurants, and organizations to bring
Santa Ana a thoughtful, quality market fit for all ages and
every walk of life. For more information:
www.dtsafarmersmarket.com

Need Agendas or Minutes?

If you want to read the agenda or minutes for a
Neighborhood General Meeting or a Board Meeting, you
can request them by mail (send the board secretary a selfaddressed stamped envelope)
Mail your request to:
FPNA (Agenda or Minutes) – PO Box 11366
Santa Ana, CA 92711-1366
-or- Email her your request to secretary@floralpark.com.
Board Minutes are also on the website for your access.
www.floralpark.com/fpna-board

Neighborhood Watch

Want to set one up on your street? This involves getting
together with a group of your neighbors; Santa Ana Police
Department provides the training. Call 714.245.8040 or
email: NeighborhoodWatch@Santa-Ana.org

Floral Park Book Club

Assistance League

If you would like to join the Floral Park Book Club,
please contact: Erikka Ahn Arone mobile: 650-646-0069
Contact on Nextdoor or via erikka@gmail.com

The Assistance League of Santa Ana has been Changing
Lives for a Better Community for 75 Years
Operation School Bell provides Santa Ana school
children with new school clothing, shoes and backpack with

Garage sales in Santa Ana are limited to the first full
weekend of the months of March, June, September and
December.

Garage Sales
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Good Food! Good Fun!
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Historic Preservation News
(Continued from Page 1)
information regarding the architecture of their homes and sources
for Historic Preservation information. As we talked, many
neighbors stated they had a terrific time researching and learning
the history of their home, who the previous owners were, and
how they impacted the history of Santa Ana and Orange County.
At the same time, they became more aware of the wonderful
architecture of their home and how it is woven in the fabric of the
Floral Park neighborhood. Some of your neighbors spent enjoyable
time in the Santa Ana Historical Library Resource room, others
visited First American, while still others searched on line. A few
even reached out to previous owners or family members still in
the area. Homeowners were very proud of their findings and the
results show in their application submissions; some had extensive
personal research information.
The Historic Resources Commission met 3 times in October
and November and at every meeting proud homeowner’s presented
their findings to City Staff and the Commission, others to the
delight of all brought in friends and previous owners to talk about
the history of their homes. Our Floral Park homeowners impressed
the Commission and City Staff with their enthusiasm and
enchanting stories.
Even after the deadline many inquired, some were potential
new neighbors that were either in escrow or considering a historic
home currently up for sale.
If you did not make the deadline, do not be disappointed,
you can still take advantage of the reduced fees. You will not be
able to impact OC Property Tax bill for the upcoming fiscal year
of 2015/2016, but you can make the following year if approved by
City Planning.
The sooner you start the application process, the sooner you
will start to enjoy learning the historical significance of your home.
In addition, you will be adding to the list of Floral Park homes
that are currently on the Santa Ana Historic Registry and have
Mills Act Agreements. Note, there is no limit to the number of
homes that will be approved in 2014/2015, the only limit will be
how many can be processed by the Planning Department. In this
very short period of time Hally Soboleski and her staff have done a
fantastic job to process all of the current applications and we thank
them for their hard work and superior customer service.
Remember, the Historic Registry process is not solely based
on architectural appearance, your home, could qualify if a noted

individual built the home or once lived in your home. Many
homes built by Allison Honer and other noted builders have
been classified in all three historic categories, Landmark, Key,
and Contributing. Floral Park has always been rich in the history
of who lived here, this list is long, and their impact has been
significant for both Santa Ana and Orange County. Also, you
should know your home does not have to built in the 20s, 30s or
40s, the California ranch home that started being built in the late
40s, 50s and 60s has been added to the list of acceptable historic
homes. As long as your home is 50 years or older, you could be
eligible. One neighbor’s home on Heliotrope was built in 1955,
by the prolific builder Allison Honer, for Mr. and Mrs. Clark Dye.
The same Clark Dye that owned Clark Dye Hardware on Main
Street, Santa Ana. Since this home qualified as one of the ranch
homes on the acceptable ranch home list, was built by a recognized
home builder in Orange County and the original owners had
a significant impact on Santa Ana; the home was considered
“Contributive” based on a good example of period architecture.
I know since several ranch homes in the neighborhood have
been approved, more homeowners have contacted me regarding
applications. I have discussed with them that Floral Park has a
number of ranch homes that could qualify, one can only find
out by following up with Hally Soboleske, Santa Ana Planning
Department.
Reminder the Historic Resources Commission meets quarterly
in January, April, July and October and the Santa Ana Planning
Department requires at least 30 – 45 days to review and process
application submissions before being submitted for approval by the
Historic Resources Commission. Once approved by the Historic
Resource Commission, it will be another 30 – 45 days before
Santa Ana Council approves the applications and final submission
is processed to the Orange County Tax Collector’s office. In other
words, to successfully complete the process, it will be take at least 4
months and could be as long as 6 months, so do wait.
If you do not know the requirements here they are:
Act now and fast, it is to your advantage. You need to have
completed applications, submitted by no later than June 30, 2015.
Santa Ana Contact Information:
Hally Soboleske, Santa Ana Planning Department
hsoboleske@santa-ana.org
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If the contract is recorded by
December 31, 2015 it will go into
effect the following tax year. See
step by step process and additional
historic resources online at:
www.floralpark.com/2014/09/11/
historic-preservation-in-floral-park
If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me,
I can be reached by e-mail
(msmcloughlin@earthlink.net) or
cell 714-469- 4208. I have Historic
Preservation folders with the
application forms and information,
stop by and pick one up if you want
save a trip to the City Planning
Department.
As the year draws to an end,
I have enjoyed helping many
of our neighbors become more
aware of Historic Preservation and
understand the rich heritage of
Floral Park.
As HRC Commissioner, I
plan on working with my fellow
commissioners and City Staff to
find ways to permanently establish
an affordable fee base so that
Historic Preservation can continue
to grow in Santa Ana. Santa Ana
Historic neighborhoods and
Downtown are one of the unique
features that separates our City from
the rest of Orange County.

S E R V I C E

A N N O U N C E M E N T

The Operation Santa Claus (OSC) annual gift
drive begins early November and ends December
23rd. Many holiday wishes have been granted for
children who are abandoned, neglected, abused,
or placed in foster care, and elderly and disabled
adults served by the County of Orange Social
Services Agency, Health Care Agency, Probation
Department, Child Support Services, and OC
Community Resources. Each year we distribute 42,000+
toys during the holiday season and also provide foster children with birthday
gifts year round. We thank and appreciate each of you who have had a hand in
contributing to our successes. We couldn’t do it without you. If you have not
participated in the past, please join us!
There are several ways that you, your business, your family, coworkers, and
friends can participate in Operation Santa Claus. Below is a list of options to help
brighten someone’s life this holiday season.
Donations
•

Operation Santa Claus can pick up gifts from your site or you may deliver them
directly to the store 1505 E.Warner Ave,., Santa Ana. Gift drop off hours are
7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

•

For information contact operation.santa@ssa.ocgov.com
or call (714) 679-2438

•

Checks and gift card donations provide gifts and other special need items
for the children. Cash /check donations come in handy to purchase special
request items, like toddler and teen gifts that we run out of every year. We
also purchase gifts for all age groups that are low on toys. Gift cards offer our
clients the freedom to purchase items they need, such as clothing, shoes, or that
special toy.
Please make checks payable to Operation Santa Claus and mail to:
Operation Santa Claus -1505 E. Warner Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92705
(Donations with a complete return address will receive a letter for tax purposes.)

Too busy to shop? Donate online at:
http://ssa.ocgov.com/volunteer/donations/osc_donation

By Mark McLoughlin,
– City of Santa Ana Historic
Resources Commissioner
– President Floral Park
Neighborhood Association
2007-2012
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Home Tour
As usual when we pass the six-month mark to the annual
Floral Park Home and Garden Tour, we begin the appeal
for homeowners to volunteer to participate by having either
their home or garden on display. Thus, we ask for your help
because, as of this writing, we only have a couple of homes
identified for our 22nd anniversary Tour, to be held Saturday
and Sunday, April 25 and 26. Typically we have six homes and
three or so gardens available for visitation.
Per our tradition, we rotate the Home Tour between the
areas north and south of Santa Clara and this year the south
will be on display. Of course, the lucky homeowners on Santa
Clara get to participate every year!
So, this is my annual plea for you to make a contribution
to this neighborhood’s biggest blowout of the year. Not only
is it significant in building community here in Floral Park, it’s
also an important source of support for both neighborhood
beautification and charitable donations.
And, your giving contributes mightily to the entire
neighborhood giving back to our larger community in many
ways. Some examples are: five scholarships to Santa Ana
students awarded annually; beautification efforts such as
plantings at neighborhood entrances and the median at Flower
and Riverside/North Park; our distinctive street signs that set
the neighborhood apart; playground equipment at Fisher Park;
and the creation of Sarah Mae Downie Park.
In addition, proceeds have provided significant support
for many area organizations including Santiago Elementary
School, the Bowers Museum, Discovery Science Center, the

Kidseum, the Wooden Floor, the Santa Ana Police and Fire
Departments, the Wise house, and many more. That’s not to
mention the significant contributions to the neighborhood’s
social functions throughout the year.
As I meet potential residents seeking out a home, I am
always struck by how many were first exposed to Floral Park
through the Home and Garden Tour. It truly adds value to
each and every one of your homes.
Just as a reminder, this year’s tickets will be available for
presale at $25 and on the days of the Tour for $30, the same
price we’ve charged for several years. Hours of the Tour are 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or shine.
Besides the homes and gardens, we always put on a grand
event of food, vintage cars, and the handiwork of some 50 to
70 vendors who offer all manner of arts and crafts, antiques,
and other delights.
We’ll be graced as usual by the Families of Floral Park
lemonade stand, a superb variety of food, particularly our
delicious hot dogs from Jerry’s and Mexican food from Pico de
Gallo.
And, be sure to remind anyone you know who will be
coming that we have a special arrangement to park in the
Rancho Santiago Community College District parking lot
at Broadway and Santa Clara. It’s an easy stroll to the nearest
ticket booth at the north end of Victoria. And, besides, they’ll
be able to remember where they parked!
So, let’s get cracking out there, folks. We’re into our third
decade of the Tour and the best is yet to come.

Let’s continue to be even
more successful with each
passing year!
Sandy DeAngelis,
Home Tour Director
sandy@historichomes.com
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he FLORAL PARK NEWS is published four times a year by
volunteers and friends of Floral Park. Our goal is to provide the
reader with accurate, entertaining, enlightening, and informative news
from Floral Park and the surrounding areas.
The Floral Park Neighborhood Association welcomes promotional
sponsorships. Each quarter, the newsletter is placed on the porch of
Floral Park homes and an electronic version is contained on the
website at www.floralpark.com.

Promotional Sponsorship
Deadlines

Sponsorship Sizes and Rates

2015:
Spring – February 15
Summer – May 15
Fall - August 15
Winter – November 15

Size

Artwork
Preferred formats:
PDF • JPEG or TIFF
If you have a Word file, please save it as a
pdf and submit that file.

Dimensions

1 issue

4 issues

Business Card

3” x 2 ¼”

$60

$215

Quarter Page

3“ x 4“

$120

$430

Half Page

7” x 4”

$240

$850

Full Page

7” x 9 ½”

$480

$1,600

Back Cover

7” x 9 ½”

$525

$1,750

8 ½” x 11”

$125

N/A

Inserts

Hard copies may be mailed to:
FPNA, Attn: Nancy Smith
P.O. Box 11366,
Santa Ana, CA 91711-1366
or send via email to:
newsletter@ floralpark.com

(Qty: 650)

(Inserts must be pre-approved and 650 supplied by sponsor)
Questions about becoming a sponsor, please contact
sponsorship@floralpark.com

Payment

Note: All information contained in any promotional sponsorship (ad) is the sole
responsibility of the individual sponsor. The Floral Park Neighborhood Association

Please please make checks payable to
FPNA and send to:
FPNA - Newsletter, Attn: Sponsorship
P.O. Box 11366,
Santa Ana, CA 91711-1366

(FPNA) Newsletter is not responsible for the accuracy or reliability of said information.
The appearance of promotional sponsorships in the Floral Park Newsletter in no
way implies endorsement or approval by the FPNA of any sponsorship claims or of
the sponsor, its product, or services. The FPNA disclaims any liability whatsoever in
connection with promotional sponsorships appearing in this publication.

Thank You 2014 Home & Garden Tour Sponsors!
Anderson Real Estate Group
Chantal deFelice
Chemers Gallery
Designs by Cynthia Dalton Wilsie
Diego’s
EZ Auto
Floral Park Architect
Ganahl Lumber
Gay Neighbors Families and Friends

Golden City Realty
Jadtec Security Services
Joanne Peart - Villa Real Estate
Little Sparrow Restaurant
Nicole Doughty - First Team Real
Estate
Phil Schaefer - Seven Gables Real
Estate
Ray Smith- Hillside Plastering Inc.

Sandy DeAngelis - Seven Gables
Real Estate
Santa Ana Historical Preservation
Society
The Hacienda Restaurant
Weatherline Roofing
Window Restoration

23
F L O R A L

P A R K

N E I G H B O R H O O D

A S S O C I A T I O N

24
F L O R A L

P A R K

N E I G H B O R H O O D

A S S O C I A T I O N

25
F L O R A L

P A R K

N E I G H B O R H O O D

A S S O C I A T I O N

26
F L O R A L

P A R K

N E I G H B O R H O O D

A S S O C I A T I O N

